
 
 

 
 

 The Day the Sun Went Away 
Lower Primary and Upper Primary 

 
Key Inquiry Questions 
 

1.  How does the sun affect your everyday life?  
2.  What does the sun provide for the Earth?  

 

Learning Outcomes 
 

1.  Students will be able to have detailed discussions about how the sun affects nature-
based off of the book “The Day the Sun Went Away” by the end of the lesson. 

2. Students will be able to analyze the text given and discover the ways the sun provides 
for humans as well as the Earth by the end of the lesson.  

3. Students will be able to define and create a mind-map by the end of the lesson.   
 

Overview 
 
In this lesson, students will read the story “The Day the Sun Went Away”.  In the reading, they 
will discover we need the sun for a lot of things pertaining to our nature as well as the weather.  
Before reading the book they will have a discussion on how they are affected by the sun.  
During the reading, they will be answering provided questions about the parts of the story with 
partners or as a class.  After the reading, they will have a discussion on how the sun leaving 
affected the sky and the ground below the sky.  Reading this book will help the students 
achieve learning outcome number one.   
 
Once the story and discussions have been read students will be able to read a short passage 
about the ways the sun affects them and the Earth (The Day the Sun Went Away Worksheet); 
why we need the sun.  Once the story is read they will underline the important information and 
transfer it to a “mind-map”.  A description of what a mind-map is and what it is used for is 
provided below and will allow the students to sort out important details from the passage. 
Doing this will allow the students to complete learning outcomes two and three.    
 

Materials 
  
SolarSPELL Resource: 

1. “The Day the Sun Went Away” (under Language Arts -> Reading Resources -> 

Storybooks -> English) 



 
 

 
Other: 

1. Paper for the mind-map 
2. Writing utensil to create the mind-map 
3. “The Day the Sun Went Away” reading passage 

 

Suggested Procedure 
 
Before Reading:  

● Begin the discussion by asking students, “share with your partner how the sun has 

affected you today.”  Allow the students to talk for two minutes with their partner.  

Listen to the students as they are talking with one another.  Their answers may include, 

but are not limited to:  

○ Told me it was morning 

○ Made me sweat walking to school 

○ Made me feel warm 

After they have answered those questions, tell the students to further discuss by 

explaining to their partners how it made them feel: both physically and emotionally.   

 

During the Reading: 

● While reading the book, ask the students these questions to get them to think further 

and allow for discussion either as a class or with partners 

○ P. 2:  

■ What do you think the white scarves represent? 

■ Why do you think they have snow on them? 

○ P. 5:  

■ What made the clouds so sad? 

■ What could cheer them up? 

○ P. 6: 

■ What facial expressions are the trees giving? 

■ Why do they feel this way?  

○ P. 7:  

■ What do you think will happen when the sun comes back home?  

 

After the Reading:  

● Have a class discussion on how the sun leaving affected nature: was it a good effect or a 

bad effect?    

 

Assessment: Work on the “The Day the Sun Went Away” worksheet. 



 
 

○ First, have the students read the passage and underline the important 

information in groups or as a class. 

○ Next, explain to the students what a mind-map is and how it works:  

■ “A mind-map is a collection of small ideas for one big main-idea. It allows 

someone to bring in small concepts to support their central concept.  For 

this particular assignment, our main idea is  What the Sun Provides.  To 

start a mind-map, make sure your central concept, which is What the Sun 

Provides, is in the center of the page.  Once that is done, use lines, 

arrows, etc.  to show the branching of supporting ideas.  For this 

assignment, we are using lines to branch.”  

○  Before letting the students do the worksheet on their own, do one example for 

them:  

■ “Who can tell me one way the sun helps us or the Earth”?  Allow a 

volunteer to say one way it provides and put that idea into a smaller 

circle on the outside.   

○ Have students either work individually or in partners to fill in the rest of the 

mind-map.   

○ As they are filling in the mind-map, remind the students they are not limited to 

the six circles; they can add as many as they need. 

○ Walk around as they are working to see who is understanding and who may 

need more help.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 



 
 

 



 
 

 


